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ABSTRACT

WOMEN WARRIORS OF THE CRIMEA AND VIETNAM:
A COMPARISON OF FACT AND FICTION

JuliaA. Sexton Ph.D
Texas A&M University-Commerce, 2000

Advisar: William E. McCarron, Ph.D.

Women have aways been involved in wars. Until the nineteenth century, women
were part of the “camp and train”: preparing food, washing clothes, sewing, and in times
of disease or wounds, nursing the soldiers. Two wars—the Crimean War (mid- nineteenth
century), and the Vietnam War (mid-twentieth century) “bookend” women's officid and
traditiond involvement in wars. During the Crimean War, the British government sent
Florence Nightingale with a select group of women to nurse and care for the soldiers.
Nightingal€ s involvement paved the way for professiona nursing’s development, and
laid the foundations for civilian organizations such asthe Red Cross. Approximately one
hundred years later, the United States became embroiled in the Vietham War. Thousands
of women volunteered to serve in the military, support services, medica care, and
civilian organizaions

War genre novels written by male authors, set in the Crimean and Vietnam Wars,
depict the female characters as “madonnas’ /“mothers,” “angels,” and “whores.” These

stereotypes do not reflect the women warriors who served in either war. The Crimean



War novels are deek, glossy, romance novels that present the stereotypesin avery
Victorian manner, which presage the graphic, amost pornographic depictions of women
in the Vietnam War novels,

The women's actua accounts do not support these stereotypical depictions.
Military and civilian women have been silenced by the Stereotypical representationsin
war genrefiction. Further, these stereotypes have trividized and margindized the service
of women in the Crimean and Vietnam Wars. The actua accounts present the women
who served aswarriors. They deserve recognition for their service to their country as
well aswilling ligenersto hear their sories. These listeners must be taught about both
these wars since they “bookend” women's officia and traditional areas of service during
wars. Further, students must recogni ze that the women who served are warriors and
veterans just like their mae counterparts. Findly, the women who served in the Vietnam

War must be encouraged to tell their stories before they are lost to history.



ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Many people have helped me throughout the preparation of this dissertation.
Because no project of this sze and complexity can be completed done, | would like to
take this opportunity to thank each one not only for contributing to the information
contained within these pages but also for the knowledge that | have gained as well asthe
friends that | made while researching and writing this dissertation.

Firgt, | would like to thank Lynda Van Devanter for writing Home Before
Morning, Lynda' s year Incountry and her experiences after Vietnam sparked my initial
questions about the roles of women in war. In addition, her account made me redize that
women are not recognized as warriors, furthermore, after reading her work | began to
redlize that the representations of women in war genre novels lacked accuracy. Without
her knowledge and straight-forward account, | would not have traveled this road learning
S0 much about the vaiant women who served during the Vietnam War.

Second, in December 1996, as | was searching the Internet for information about
women, war, and combat, | found the web site of Marilyn Knapp Litt. Marilyn maintans
an impressive home page devoted to the women of the Vietnam War. Contained within
that web ste was an invitation to join agroup of women who discuss women and the
Vietnam War. Not only did sheinvite meto join the group she dso helped meto
subscribe to the list Snce my computer knowledge was, then, initsinfancy. Although
Marilyn, who isour List Goddess, is not a veteran, she is awonderful human being
whose interest in women and war led her to create an open forum for women to tell their
dories, share their experiences, find other women with similar experiences, and find

heding. Even though the List is, primarily, for women, men are dso part of the List and

Vi



contribute fredy to discussons. | must admit that | was apprehensive about joining a
group comprised largely of veterans Since | am not one, but from the beginning, this
wonderful list has made me welcome and accepted me as an “honorary vet.” Further,
because of Marilyn’sinvitation to join the Ligt, | was invited to join those members that
were going to Washington D.C. for Veterans Day in November 1997, and she dso
invited me to be amember of a Popular Culture Association panel in Orlando, Floridain
April 1998. Without Marilyn'sinitid invitation, and the List’s open acceptance of me,
this dissertation could not have happened.

Third, I would like to thank each member of thelist for her (or, in some cases,
his) stories and assstance. To each of the following women and men: | thank you for
your acceptance of me on the Ligt, your willingness to share your stories, your support
while | was writing this dissertation, your frequent questions about “was | done yet?” and
your patience as | learned about the Vietham War, and your tours of duty. | aso thank
each of you for being willing to go to war. Please accept my sincere, “Welcome Home.”

| owe so much to Dusty. She has given me her permission to use her very
powerful poetry in my work. She has patiently answered every question that | asked,
even when, | suspect, the recollection was difficult and painful for her. Dusty granted me
the honor of placing a cross at the base of “The Wal” pand that has 1st Lieutenant
Sharon Ann Lan€'s name inscribed onit.

While | wasin Washington D.C., | met Donnawho “waked The Wal” with me.
That day was a significant emotiona experience for me, and one that | will never forget.
She shared her stories and alowed me to see the depth of the emotiona pain she il

fedsthirty yearslater. During thetimel wasin DC, | shared aroom with Elaine, Mary,

Vi



and Donna. Our conversations enhanced what | had learned from the many emails | read.

My thanks to Beth Marie who has shared her past, given me encouragement, and
sad many prayersfor me. Dee, Duffy and Lou not only alowed me to hear their stories
and to ask questions, but each one gave me thair indghts and thelr friendship. Candi and
Judy have helped correct misconceptions as they helped me get afed for the day to day
experiences they encountered. Norma Jean gracioudy granted me permission to use her
words both from the List and her poetry. Without her strong views and perceptiveness |
would have, at times, been at alossfor words. Carol K. and Nancy Q. have each shared
their persona stories and their struggles to find peace. Thank you, Nancy Q, for telling
me how the war affected you then and how the memories dtill affect you today. Mary
Ann, Marilyn McK, Grace and Pre aso shared their ories, their pain, and their
understanding. Each of these vets helped meto picture lifein acombat zone. Chris, the
persond cards you sent, the pictures you shared, the articles that you sent, and the poster
you made for me have each added another dimension to my understanding of the
Vietnam War and the complexities of ayear in acombat zone. | thank you for each of
these tangible items and especidly for the friendship we share.

Ann Kesay took the time to search out information for me, to send me full
bibliographic information for texts that | needed, has answered my myriad questions, and
never failed to respond to my pleafor research information. Annisasuperb librarian
who has helped me out of some very rough spots with just the right materid at the right
time. Kammy, | learned so much about what you did in Vietnam during the short time

that we were together in D.C. The night that al of us gathered to look at pictures and

gngisagpecid pat of my memory. Thank you for being a gpecid part of my life.

viii



Nancy, thank you for sharing the duties of the Red Cross with me and your answersto
my questions. | would aso like to thank you for helping me contact other vets who spoke
fredly after you introduced me. Not only did these vets share their stories, they aso sent
me lots of information which became part of my work and part of my understanding.
Emily and Barb H. shared their stories and their music with me. Pet B (Mama-san) not
only helped me learn to pronounce Viethamese names and places, but she dso gaveme a
copy of her superb play “Mother-6." She helped me to understand how hard it wasto
smile on the outsde when indde she was crying. Sharon C., Ann G. and Barb R. have
each contributed to this dissertation and to my understanding of what they went through
persondly. My thanksto Carol H. for what she has written. Her insights helped me
tremendoudy. Many thanks to Gall for her soriesthat she shared and her friendship;
Thanksto AnnaK., Karen D., Cathy, and Pam for helping me with their stories. Resha
gave me understanding of her war, and comforting words when the going got tough.

Each of the following has helped me understand the difficulties and complexities
of their jobs Incountry, and been available when | couldn’t think of just the right word.
Thank you, Karen, for your poetry and permissionto useit. You areagreat Ss. |
gppreciate dl the stories you told, and the upbeat humor you shared. Your hugsarea
specid treasure. Mary, | appreciate your patience. 'Y ou have helped me understand
military terminology, and you shared your hote room with mewhilel wasin D.C. | will
never forget meeting Elainein D.C. Not only did she share her storieswith me, she dso
provided an education in military terminology, and an understanding of military
sructure. | met Pat J. a the Deltato DMZ Dance that | was “encouraged” to attend. She

isabeautiful person who has gone above and beyond to help me by sending her



comments and thoughts plus articles that have clarified severd muddy areas. Anna
(Medford), through her tales of what living from day to day with geckos, lots of rain,
sporadic eectricity, and rocket attacks, helped me understand the tenson that was and is
dill present in her life aswell asin thelives of dl the vets. Tommiieg, thank you for
sharing your stories and your friendship.

The Post-Traumatic Sress Disorder Gazette has helped many vets and their
families understand the many ways a vet can suffer from war’s experiences. Patience has
not only shared her understanding of PTSD with others, but she has shared her
knowledge with me. Robin, thank you for your words of encouragement and for the
doriesthat you shared about your own life. Sdly, you don't “jump-in” often to the
discussions, but when you do your insghts are most hepful. Bev , when we met | knew
that you were specia and that the vet you know isdso very specid. Lydia, without your
influence Buffao might not have found server space. Without server space, the List
might not have gotten off the ground, and that means | would have missed some truly
specid people. Thank you for helping the List, which, in turn, helped me. 1 would also
like to thank you for the input you given me through your comments. Alix, | remember
you gtting at atable at the Deltato DMZ Dance and our talk that night. 1 also remember
our subsequent talks viae-mail. Thank you for your ingghts. Thank you Nancy (Mo) for
your help and your patience. Connie, your ahilities to find the information on the
numbers of rocket attacks at a given base is phenomenal. | deeply appreciate thetime
that you spent helping me find those smal bits of information thet | needed. Ellen, you
have the knack of emailing just the right word of encouragement when al my words

seemed to have evaporated. Jeanne G. and Chris G helped me understand some of the



complexities of teaching about the Vietnam War to both high school and college students.
Their indgghts have helped me add to my thoughts on what and how to teach about
Vietnam. Lynn, your indghts have helped me understand what life was like back in the
“world” for the Vietnam vet, and how hard it is, sometimes, to help a Sster, brother,
father, mother who istrying to hed.

Although the Ligt is primarily for women, the men are not excluded. | have read
the men’s comments about what the women write about. The men of the List are there to
listen and to learn. Many of them did not redize that women werein Vietnam, especidly
since so many men ether did not see a“round-eye’ or have blocked the memory of the
war and some of the participants. These men have dso given me quite an in-depth
understanding of their view of the war. They, too, have patiently answered my questions,
and | thank them for their patience.

Firg, | would like to thank the gentleman who helped the Ligt “get off the
ground”—aBill McB. Thank you, Dan, for the moving description of what a Vietnam vet
is, and to Ed for alowing me to use hiswords in my work. 1 would aso like to thank
Gene o for sharing his memories of being aMarine in Vietnam, and his pain boththen
and now. “Polecat” thanks for heping mefind that specid namea “TheWall.” EdLeT
thanks for the conversations, and your indghts. Three specia vets shared their poetry
with me, their indghts, and their stories. Thank you Joe Barlow, Joe Belardo, and Clyde
Wray. Each of these gentlemen has given me answers to many questions, and have
generoudy given their time. Art answered my questions, made me laugh sometimes, and
awayswas willing to share his experiences. Doc Dd gave me ingght into the duties of a

medic in combat. Sandy dso shared his stories and was willing to help me comprehend



military terms and Structure. Tom came later to the ligt, but he willingly shared his
Vietnam with me so that | would learn. To each of these vets, | give my thanks for
everything.

Another group from the List didn’t dways tak much, but when they did they’re
input was not only grestly gppreciated, and filled with ingght. These specia people are
Bill A., Bones, Betty, Colleen, Edie, Joan G., Jay-Jay, Joan S., Jm, Kathryn, Kay, Kerry
M., Laura, Maggie, Md, Mimi, Sheryl, Roy M., Susanna, and Tad. My thanks to each of
you for your service, your friendship, and your help.

Others that deserve thanksfor their help are Ray Parkes who wrote me a persond
letter detailing the terrain of the Crimea, Declan O’ Regan, editor of the &. Thomas's
Hospital Gazette who helped me contact the person in charge of the Gazette' s archives.
Andrew Baster gracioudy sent me xeroxed copies of dl the articles the Gazette had
concerning Florence Nightingale and her timein the Crimea. | aso owe thanksto Kelly
Brown who made suggestions for sources regarding nursing history. Jm Ginther at the
Archive of the Vietnam Conflict (Texas Tech Universty) sent severa emails with
reference suggestions. Sara Delight also sent email suggestions when | could not find a
desperately needed source. Finaly, Sandra Witman researched, photocopied and mailed
severd articlesthat were essentid for severd chapters.

| would dso like to thank some very specia people in Commerce, Texas and at
Texas A&M University-Commerce. Firgt, | would like to thank Dr. McFarland. When |
first came to Graduate School here, he took time to talk with me, and to encourage meto
become part of the English department here. An Inter-Library Loan source isinvauable

when so many of my resource needs were scattered in various libraries across the



country. Scott Downing not only secured every request | made for books that have been
out of print since the late 1800s, but he aso repeated many requests when | found that |
had returned them before | finished with them. Two more librarians have also
contributed greatly to my successful completion of this dissertation. These two librarians
are Carolyn Trezevant and Carol Myers. Trez helped me with the initid search for
sources by doing severa OCLC searches. She aso encouraged me to continue, and
finish my dissertation. Carol Myersis awonderful person who has camed my panic
attacks when a computer didn’t seem to want to save severa hours of work. She has
given me blank disks when my disks were damaged. Without these two ladies, |
wouldn't be graduating in May. | aso want to thank Mary Brunz. Mary has encouraged
me to get finished, asked meif | was till working on my project, and agreed to help me
do the fina preparations on my manuscript so that it would meet the Graduate School’s
requirements. Her talent in manuscript preparation is awesome. Without her and her
compuiter, | would need many more months to finish the task.

Severd friends have aso encouraged me to finish my work. Allison Sedge has
listened to my complaints and shared my frustrations. Cary Fonsecaread severad of my
chapters, and helped me understand what needed to be re-written so that others would
understand what | thought was clear. Jmmy Martin has encouraged me to keep writing
when | thought about just quitting. At times, Immy was like a coach dternating pep
talks with stern admonishments to “just finish.”

Inmy pagt, three very specia people not only showed me how to learn, but gave
me knowledge to help achieve my education. Without these three people, | would

probably not have become alearner. Mrs. Underwood, alibrarian in Ddlas, guided my

Xiii



early reading by sdecting books that would help me develop into a strong, capable
reader. Mrs. Kraybill was my English tutor in the seventh grade. The short timethat |
struggled with grammar was made shorter by her careful teaching. Findly, Tamadge
White, Ed.D taught me more than history in high school. He taught me how to think and
how to be curious about the world | lived in.

| want to especidly thank my committee for sticking with me throughout a very
long process. Each person on the committee has given more than his or her share of time
tome. Dr. Charles Elliott’s thoughtful comments and thought- provoking questions
hel ped me to re-think some of my ideas. Dr. Edith Wynne and Dr. Robin Reid have read,
commented, admonished, corrected, and in genera, provided support that no amount of
thank-yous can ever re-pay. An extrathank you goes to my adviser—Dr. William
McCarron. Thelast severd years have been very trying for him at times. He has gone
beyond the necessities, and helped with wording sentenceswhen | just didn't seem to
understand what he was trying to say. Without Dr. McCarron, this dissertation would,
mogt likely, still be unfinished.

Finaly, the ones who have been with me day and night deserve greater thanks
than | know how to word. My grandmother taught my mother the value of agood
education. To Forence and Roland Tribble (my mother and father), thank you for your
love, the gift of understanding that | can dways do my best, and that | can do anything |
choosetoiif | just put my mind to it. They taught me the value of agood education and
how to achieve my gods. To my children, Ronnie, Robyne, Alex, and Rodney, the four
of you have dways had a mother in school. Y our patience and willingnessto est fast

food gave metimeto study. | thank you and | love each one of you. | owe so much to

Xiv



my husband, Charley— my specid Vietnam Vet. Firg, thank you for your service during
the Vietnam War—Welcome Home.  Second, thank you for your encouragement, your
patience, your constant love, and your unfailing support. Without your underganding,
your wonderful research ahility, your help when | needed to talk through a chapter or part
of a chapter, and your questions which often put me back on track, this dissertation would

never have been written.



DEDICATION

To the women and men who served in the Vietnam War, and al wars padt,
to my parents, my children, and especidly
to my husband—Vietnam vet, best-friend, life-long partner and mate
my dissertation islovingly dedicated.

“Your time has come to shine; dl your dreams are on their way.”
“Bridge over Troubled Water” —Paul Smon

“Welcome Home’



